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Feasts and festivals of the “irt R™ goddesses

Summary

The Eye of Ra (irt R°) title, was given to more than fifty
major, local, and foreign ancient Egyptian goddesses. It
represents one of the main goddesses’ titles. The goddesses
with this title had characteristics, abilities, and functions that
qualified them for religious, ritual, cosmological, and
political roles. This study deals with the feasts of goddesses
titled irr R<. It provides an overview of the importance of
these feasts, the title, the nature of these goddesses and a
presentation and a study of the relevant feasts in terms of
their nature, history. Also, what we know about their rituals
that reflect the nature of the title and titled goddesses, based
on the myth that in relate and the indications of the irt R< title
in ancient Egyptian thought, which have been highlighted by
these feasts’ rituals

Keywords:
irt RS, Feasts, The Return of the Faraway Goddess, The eye
of Ra, Hdn plant
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! lan Show & Paul Nicholson, The Illustrated Dictionary of Ancient
Egypt, (Cairo: AUC press, 2008), 521; Hartwig Altenmiller, “Feste”,
LA 11, (1977),171.

2 Heidi Jauhiainen, Do Not Celebrate Your Feast Without Your
Neighbours: A Study of References to Feasts and Festivals in Non-
Literary Documents from Ramesside Period Deir el-Medina
Publications of the Institute for Asian and African Studies 10,
(Helsinki: 2009), 25.

® Winfried Barta, Kult, LA 111, (1980), 846.
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* LGG, V. |, 426-429.

®> Rundle Clark, Myth and Symbol in Ancient Egypt, (New York: Groves
Press, 1960),181-185; Claas Jouco Bleeker, Hathor and Thoth: Two
key figures of the ancient Egyptian religion, (Leiden: SHR 26, 1973);
Jens Jorgensen, Egyptian Mythological Manuals: Mythological
structures and interpretative techniques in the Tebtunis Mythological
manual, the manual of the Delta and related texts, (Kobenhavn
Universitet, Det Humanistiske Fakultet, 2014); Barbara Lesko, The
Great Goddesses of Egypt, (USA,University of Oklahoma Press, 1999).
® Tatiana Sherkova, The Birth of the Eye of Horus: towards the
symbolism of the eye in Predynastic Egypt, “Proceedings of the Seventh
International Congress of Egyptologists”, (Cambridge, 3-9: 1995),
1061 -1065.
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® Raymond Faulkner, Ancient Egyptian Pyramid Texts, (Oxford
University Press,1969).

*LGG, V. |, 426.

19 john Darnell, “Hathor Returns to Medamud ”, SAK, 22, (1995), 47-
94; Clément Robichon, “Description Sommaire du Temple Primitif de
Medamoud ”, Recerches, 11, (Cairo, IFAQO, 1940), 13.
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1 Herman Te Velde, “Mut: Eye of Re,” Akten des vierten

Internationalen Agyptologen Kongresses Miinchen (1985: Band 3:
Linguistik, Philologie, Religion), edited by Sylvia Schoske, 395-403.

12 Barbara Richter, “On the Heels of the Wandering Goddess: The
Myth and the Festival at the Temples of the Wadi el- Hallel and
Dendera” In Agyptologische Tempeltagung: Beziehungen zwischen
Tempeln, Kdnigtum, edited by M. Dolinska and H. Beinlich, 155- 186.
(Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2010),163-165.

13 Richter, On the Heels of the Wandering Goddess, 155.

14 Darnell, Hathor Returns to Medamud, 49, 52, 131.
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annuel”, BiEtud 141, (Le Caire: 2006).
9 paule Posener-Krieger, & others, Hieratic Papyri in the British
Museum, Fifth Series: The Abu Sir Papyri, (London: 1968), PI. 19;
Paule Posener-Kriéger, Les archives du temple funeraire de Néfer-
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irkaré-Kakai, vol. I, 99-108; vol. 11, 553?° René Preys, “Rituel de la
féte du Paophi”, ZAS 134, 2007, 40-9.
20 René Preys, “Rituel de la féte du Paophi”, ZAS 134, 2007, 40-9.
21 Zoltan Horvéath, "Hathor and her Festivals at Lahun", , The World of
Middle Kingdom Egypt I (2000-1550 BC), Miniaci Grajetzki (eds.)
(London: MKS 1, 2015), 130.
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24 Jac Janssen, Two Ancient Egyptian Ship’s Logs: Papyrus Leiden [
350 verso and Papyrus Turin 2008, Leiden: Brill, 1961), 55-57.

% Jauhiainen, Do Not Celebrate Your Feast Without Your
Neighbours,125; Beatrix Gessler - Lohr, Die heiligen Seen agyptischer
Tempel: Ein Beitrag zur Deutung sakraler Baukunst im alten Agypten.,
416. Cf. W. Helck, Feiertage und Arbeitstage in der Ramessidenzeit,
(JESHO 7, 1964), 157-158

?® Richter, On the Heels of the Wandering Goddess, 60.

2T \Jerhoeven, & Derchain, Le voyage de la déesse libyque, 4.

28 Maurice Alliot, “Le culte d'Horus & Edjou au temps des Ptolémées”,
BdE, T. XX, deuxieme fascicule, (Le Caire: 1954), 227.
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2 Victoria Jensen, “Predynastic precursors to the Festival of

Drunkenness: beer, climate change, cow-goddesses, and

ideology of kingship”, In: Proceedings of the XI International
Congress of Egyptologists, Florence Egyptian Museum, 23-30 August
2015, 296.

% Richard Jasnow & Mark Smith, “As For Those Who Have Called Me
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Critics in Ancient Egypt”, Enchoria 32, 2011-2012, 9-53
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%1 Jensen, Predynastic precursors to the Festival of Drunkenness, 296.
%2 Antony Spalinger, “A Chronological Analysis of the Feast of thy”,
SAK 20, 1993, 297; Jensen, Predynastic Precursors to the Festival of
Drunkenness, 297.

%3 Horvéth, Hathor and her Festivals at Lahun, 131.

% Betsy Bryan, “Hatshepsut and Cultic Revelries in the New
Kingdom”, in: Creativity and Innovation in the Reign of Hatshepsut,
Papers from the Theban Workshop J. M. Galan, B. M. Bryan, & P. F.
Dorman, (eds), 2010, 2014, 107.
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Cauville, “Dendara: les fétes d’Hathor”, Orientalia Lovaniensia
Analecta 105. Leuven«22.
% Bryan, Hatshepsut and Cultic Revelries in the New Kingdom, P. 105;
Cauville, Dendara: Les fétes d'Hathor, 35-49, 121-40, 51 and 66; Sege
Sauneron, “Les inscriptions Ptolemaiques du temple de Mout a
Karnak”, Bulletin de [’Institut Egyptien 45: 45-52, 1968a, 19-21 and
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