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Educational Institutions of Ulugh Beg in Bukhara
and its Suburbs in the 9" AH/ 15" AD Century
An Architectural Archaeological Study

Abstract

Great attention was paid to educational institutions in
Central Asia, especially in Bukhara, since the Samanid State
(261- 395 AH/874- 1004 AD) and peaked in the reign of
Ulugh Beg Ibn Shahrukh Ibn Timur (796- 853 AH/ 1393-
1449 AD), whose era experienced a major scientific and
urban renaissance in the capital, Samarkand, as well as
Shahrisabz and Bukhara. The present study covered two
remaining models of the educational institutions in Bukhara,
namely the Madrasa of Ulugh Beg in Bukhara and another in
Gijduvon affiliated with Bukhara. These two Madrasas have
maintained planning, units, and architectural elements, which
helped us conduct a descriptive and analytical study. Thus,
the study investigated their architectural style, i.e., the second
style of the courtyard and the two iwans, and highlighted the
essential decorative elements, including floral and geometric
decorations, as well as inscriptions of various contents.

Keywords: Central Asia, Bukhara, Madrasa, Doorway,
Iwan, Students’ Khalawi
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