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A rare Ivory Qalamdan dated 1239 AH/1823 AD 

preserved in the Walters Museum in Baltimore.  

A comparative archaeological and artistic study. 

 
Summary; Tools of The book arts began in Iran and reached its 

peak during the Qajar era (1193-1344 AH/1779-1926 AD); The 

Shahs and Princes of this dynasty gave calligraphers, artists and 

photographers unparalleled patronage, This era witnessed an 

abundance of Qalamdanes/ Pen boxes production due to the variety 

of raw materials between metals, wood and Papier-mache; 

However, it was rare to make a complete Qalamdanes out of Ivory, 

Hence, I chose this pen box preserved in the Walters Museum in 

Baltimore, USA under the Accession number (71.570) to study it; 

Qajar artists were keen to use hunting scenes extensively in their 

artistic products; Including the study pen box as one of the artistic 

legacies of the Sassanian civilization, This is in addition to using 

drawings of Women; whom the photographers of that era were 

interested in drawing, whether by including them in other images, or 

creating drawings limited to drawings of women. 

The researcher adopted the descriptive, analytical, 

comparative approach in this study; by describing the pictorial 

scenes, establishing their artistic and decorative elements, and 

comparing them with similar artistic masterpieces from 

contemporary pens and pictorial works, in an attempt to identify the 

common artistic features and attribute this pen box to a specific 

artistic school. 

Keywords; Pen box, Qalamdan, Qajar, Ivory, Hunting  
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 سجل ( هقلوح هي الىرق الوقىي هسخرفح تأسلىب اللاكيح، تورحف الورروتىليراى رقن9لىحح )
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( عي: AKM00081حفىظح توجوىعح هرحف أغا خاى ذحد رقن )هم، 0563 هـ/0104 ذاريخ ذحول

Arts of the Book & Calligraphy, Treasures of the Aga Khan, FIG. 61, P. 
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 هـ يظهر عي:0106أ، ب( صىرج شخصيح لشاب تصحثح أدواخ الكراتح هؤرخح تعام  01لىحح )
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