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أستار تاريخ وحضارة مصر والصرم الأدىى الكذيه وعنًذ نلًة الآثار 
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Symbolic Implications of Standing on Lion's back in the 

Art of Ancient Iraq and some Neighboring Civilizational 

Centres until the first Millennium BC 

 Abstract: 
The art of the civilizations of ancient Mesopotamia, 

Levant, Anatolia, and Iran abound with many artistic sources 

that embody various figures standing on the back of a lion. It 

is a strange situation compared to the normal situation of 

riding animals, in addition to the difficulty of achieving this 

in reality. These figures have been numerous, and the ways 

of their representation have varied, which has resulted in 

their multiplicity of symbolic implications. The relevant 

research aims to clarify the symbolic implications of standing 

on the back of the lion in the art of ancient Iraq, Levant 

(Greater Syria, which includes both the Syrian city-states and 

the cities of the Phoenician coast and Palestine), Anatolia 

(Asia Minor), and Iran, during the second millennium until 

the middle of the first millennium BC, or in other words, 

during the Middle Bronze Age (2000-1550 BC), the Late 

Bronze Age (1550-1200 BC), and the Iron Age I and II 

(1200-550 BC). The research was divided into three main 

themes: the first one deals with the symbolic implications of 

individual figures standing on lion's back, the second deals 

with the Symbolic implications of figures standing on lion's 

back with worshiper in front, while the third deals with the 

implications of figures standing on lion's back accompanied 

by other figures. 

Keywords: Standing on Lion's back, Mesopotamia, Levant, 

Anatolia, Iran. 
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