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Symbolic Implications of Standing on Lion’s back in the
Art of Ancient Iraq and some Neighboring Civilizational
Centres until the first Millennium BC
Abstract:

The art of the civilizations of ancient Mesopotamia,
Levant, Anatolia, and Iran abound with many artistic sources
that embody various figures standing on the back of a lion. It
IS a strange situation compared to the normal situation of
riding animals, in addition to the difficulty of achieving this
in reality. These figures have been numerous, and the ways
of their representation have varied, which has resulted in
their multiplicity of symbolic implications. The relevant
research aims to clarify the symbolic implications of standing
on the back of the lion in the art of ancient Irag, Levant
(Greater Syria, which includes both the Syrian city-states and
the cities of the Phoenician coast and Palestine), Anatolia
(Asia Minor), and Iran, during the second millennium until
the middle of the first millennium BC, or in other words,
during the Middle Bronze Age (2000-1550 BC), the Late
Bronze Age (1550-1200 BC), and the Iron Age | and II
(1200-550 BC). The research was divided into three main
themes: the first one deals with the symbolic implications of
individual figures standing on lion's back, the second deals
with the Symbolic implications of figures standing on lion's
back with worshiper in front, while the third deals with the
implications of figures standing on lion's back accompanied
by other figures.

Keywords: Standing on Lion's back, Mesopotamia, Levant,
Anatolia, Iran.
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(eds.), Christus in Natura (Quellen, Hermeneutik und Rezeption des Physiologus),

Berlin, De Gruyter, 2019, p. 55.

14 Gunter, Ann C., “Animals in Anatolian Art”, in: Collins, B. J. (ed.), A History of

the Animal World in the Ancient Near East, Leiden. Boston. Kéln, Brill, 2001, pp.
82-83; Van Buren, E. Douglas, “Mesopotamian Fauna in the Light of the Monuments:

By O3 ¢ P T e S kel (gl (aYYE s peelil) Sl i 55 Al Weime

- -



5y9aed) A ylianell 3l b1 sang el (31 padl (yaid B ks gl oA CapBgld A o o1 I
AVl B S I s k>
oosihay Ahad el Gile g gall LDl ST 47l @l pal) el L
Al 3y slaill 3 0l Gl 3 Ley 5 yhadd) @il sl Crendiiul capall
&by saaall Ul sl G e 2l S T bl U8 dlaally Al
sl e sase amlie Ll xie Ly o(0ld) ool Db o
uls Lﬁj\j Methra \‘)3:34 J).\Mﬂ \JAJ Jﬁ.ﬁ:\ L& cd.umj\ :\7’.1‘“;} c:\sw\j
ey 488 G el s DL Gujlay alal) aguall 4 e agl) gy
Ay A lia CulS el )il jeaell g sl dlalu g s
sl ol A o dadl aniis Gl Gua el salie s 2l o
cW:\.cl.;.\ﬁ\j '5)53\ d:\..\ d;i %) gﬂh} u.m.ém Cl,\;\;\}{\ e M\ f“‘*“)‘“
Al e O)gan) W) QIS Cun il Gloall (g El daS ellag
ﬁdﬂ\ (;J.\u\ J.».a:d\ @ "M“ u.m..ﬂ\ J).umj \3.4) (U‘“‘““ﬁ\ o‘)&f{a U)J
G il ga 4 VS 4 ) e G jea g (sland) alley dilia judy Lo 52 5)
’A."e:\..uud\ .A.ui}!\" ML Ld.mﬁ "MH .J).\MJ\ ulSj cumﬁ\ Q._ij‘)f:j
) ek o Bajdie clin Cighel Ay 3a) YA oY
asdll) 3ad) (o sid B Al je o Bajdle GiET clig

a5 adeie gl AR walll (3 all e Al aliad)) Chias
S U Aar el Gl Al aaed Cuw dgang ) el o 30 ik

Archaeological Remarks Landsberger's 'Fauna des Alten Mesopotamien”, AFO 11.
(1936-1937), p. 7.

> Gunter, Ann C., "Animals in Anatolian Art", in: Collins, B. J. (ed.), A History of
the Animal World in the Ancient Near East, Leiden. Boston. Kéln, Brill, 2001, p. 79.
1° Shokrpour, S., et als., "Semiotics of Animal Motifs in the Jewelry of the
Achaemenid Era", CSCH 17, Iss 1 (2018), p. 171.

17 Shokrpour, S., et als., "Semiotics of Animal Motifs in the Jewelry of the
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(Unpublished PhD Dissertation), the Faculty of the Division of the Humanities the
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134.
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