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""Romantic Scenes, Engagement, and Wedding Celebrations in
the Qajar Era in the light of the manuscript "*Nush Afarin™
Preserved at the Gayer-Anderson Museum: "An artistic
archaeological study published for the first time™

Summary:

Many international museums and libraries house numerous Persian
literary manuscripts featuring a variety of romantic stories, such as Layla and
Majnun, Khosrow and Shirin, Mehr and Meshtruy, Homay and Homayun, and
others. It's striking that none of the researchers have delved into the artistic
study of a unique manuscript of "Nush Afarin” preserved in the Gayer-
Anderson Museum in Cairo under the inventory number 4024. The significance
of this manuscript lies in its never-before-studied or published nature. It
features a distinct artistic style differentiating it from other manuscripts: it
showcases the folk art style of the Qajar era, distinct from the royal aristocratic
style patronized by the Qajar shahs. Additionally, it sheds light on wedding
ceremonies and the phenomenon of polygamy during the Qajar era,
encompassing various book arts from binding, Calligraphy, illustration and
gilding.

Upon reviewing the manuscript, it's evident that it lacks an opening text
and is devoid of a conclusion, thus lacking the author's name, scribe, illustrator,
as well as the place and date of its transcription. However, the manuscript is
titled "Nush Afarin" at the top of the first page (folio 1/recto), Figure (1). The
manuscript consists of 63 folios, including 24 colored illustrations. The
researcher selected eleven illustrations for an in-depth archaeological and
artistic study, publishing them for the first time. These illustrations depict
common themes of the Qajar era, specifically romantic scenes and wedding
celebrations. The selected illustrations are studied in accordance with their
sequence in the study manuscript, representing the narrative sequence of the
story. This includes excluding similar, repetitive, and irrelevant illustrations, as
well as covering various aspects of the story socially, culturally, historically,
religiously, and artistically. The illustrations also include decorative elements
from human, animal, and plant motifs to architectural drawings and various
applied arts such as clothing, furniture, tableware, musical instruments, in
addition to the color scheme used in executing the study illustrations, reflecting
the artistic characteristics of the manuscript's school of illustration. This
enriches the process of artistic analysis and consequently contributes to the
manuscript's dating.

Key words: Nosh Afarin, Gohrtag, Prince lbrahim, Romantic
Landscapes, Popular Style in the Qajar Era, Geyer Anderson Museum.
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* Behnam Pedram; Mahdi Hosseini, & Gholam Reza Rahmani, "The Importance of Painting in

Qajar Dynasty Based on the Sociology Point of View", Journal of History Culture and Art
Research, Vol. 6, No. 3, (June 2017), 985.
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- More of formation see; Mahshid Modares,"Qajar painting in the second half of the nineteenth
century and realism", (Master's Thesis, The faculty of the Department of Art and Humanities,
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